Neuron-specific enolase as a differential marker in a case of retroperitoneal tumour.
In some cases of retroperitoneal tumour, preoperative investigations fail to conclusively differentiate between neuroblastoma and Wilms' tumour. Diagnostic difficulties can be encountered also intraoperatively, and even the histopathological presentation can be equivocal. According to earlier results, neuron-specific enolase (NSE) in tumour extract can be used as a marker for neuronal tissue and thus offers a new diagnostic criterion differing neuroblastoma from e.g. Wilms' tumour. This paper presents a case of Wilms' tumour where a low content of NSE in the tumour extract correctly indicated a non-neuronal tumour, whereas preoperative presentation and primary histopathology suggested a neuroblastoma.